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Thank you for your contributions to this 
magazine. 

********************** 
 

Please send articles to: The Circuit Administrator at the   
Circuit Office,  

 
18, Hyatt Place, Shepton Mallet BA4 5XY 

 
Email: smcwells2019@outlook.com, phone 01749 342614  

  
Articles need to be in by, Thursday 6th May 2021 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Please note that -  The Stream is uploaded to the  

SMC website.  

If you do not want your article to appear online, 

please inform the Circuit Administrator when you submit 
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The Somerset Mendip Circuit  

Mission Statement 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our Vision 

Our vision is of a circuit  

where people experience and share  

God’s love, justice and joy 
~~~~~~~~~ 

Our Purpose 

Our purpose is to 

encourage, support and challenge 

one another in fulfilling our vision. 

 

Somerset Mendip Circuit of the Methodist Church 

Charity Registration No. 1134237 
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Recently, I watched an old Hollywood film from the 60s about the life 
of Jesus. It was entitled King of Kings, and the lead was played by the 
actor Jeffery Hunter. The support cast were not what you would call A
-listers, perhaps the most well-known being Robert Ryan.  

The reviews were very mixed and one of them mirrored my own 
thoughts at times. As, simply, a version of the infinitely well-known 
story, it has some curious interpretations (Christ's visit to John the 
Baptist in his cell) and also omissions. 

It was a bit like the Morecambe and Wise sketch with Andre Previn. I 
am playing all the right notes, but not necessarily in the right order. 

However, there were some interactions within the film that sought to 
bring a greater understanding of the relationship between Jesus, and 
the world around him. It also raised the question, ‘How do you see 
Jesus portrayed’?  

What images of Jesus stay with you, speak to you? 

The film itself ends on the shores of Lake Tiberias when Jesus ap-
pears to the disciples for "a final time", according to the narration. 
Jesus tells them to bring his message to the ends of the earth. Only 
his shadow is visible, forming the shape of a cross where it falls on the 
stretched-out fishing nets.  

For me it summed up the ministry of Jesus perfectly. Life, teaching, 

calling, death, and resurrection, all in one simple visual scene. A call 

    Pastoral Letter 
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ing that stretches across centuries and generations and is as relevant 

today, as it was then.  

How do we really see the Jesus we follow? How do we listen to the 
wisdom of his teaching? The noise and chaos of the world around us 
is likely drowning out the simple message of Jesus, due to our own 
doubts and fears. Our fears of death, our understanding that we can-
not control who death touches, within this pandemic world. 

Yet it was no different in the disciple’s time, perhaps it was even a 
more threatening world. And yet they listened well. They grew in 
faith, despite the odds, and they proclaimed the simplicity of Jesus 
and his message, often at great cost to themselves.     

Why do you think we have two ears and a mouth?  

“We have two ears and one mouth so that we can listen twice as 
much as we speak.”  This is an old saying from a Greek philosopher 
living in Rome about the same time that Jesus was alive!  His name 
was Epictetus. To Epictetus, all external events are beyond our con-
trol; we should accept whatever happens calmly and dispassionately. 
However, individuals are responsible for their own actions, which 
they can examine and control through rigorous self-discipline. He 
also said “Don't explain your philosophy. Embody it.” Which echoes 
our Christian calling of how we live in the world around us.                                                                 
Epictetus also made other statements just as wise and effective in 
life.  

“First learn the meaning of what you say, and then speak.”                                                              
“Seek not the good in external things; seek it in yourselves.” 

And this final one…. “When you have shut your doors, and darkened 
your room, remember never to say that you are alone, for you are 
not alone; but God is within, and your genius is within, -- and what 
need have they of light to see what you are doing?” ‘John Bonforte; 
The Philosophy of Epictetus’ 

How do we really see ourselves, within our darkened rooms in this 
pandemic world? In the bible James says that people who just hear 
God’s word are like people who look in a mirror, and then 2 minutes 
later cannot remember what they look like.  God’s words are going in 
one ear and right out of the other. When we look in a mirror, we are 
quite often not confident with what we see, yet the world sees our 
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image, in a completely different way to our own perceptions. And so, 
does God. 

Perhaps there are three points which we can all do in the coming 
weeks and months. Hear God’s word, look for the places where God 
needs us, and act and do something. Your voice or words, to some-
one in need, can be just as effective over a telephone or written in a 
card or letter. To know someone cares is a wonderful uplifting thing. 
To be reminded that God cares is a message of hope and joy. It is vital 
that this hope and love is passed on. That is the command of the King 
of Kings! 

Two simple thoughts which I now share with you.                                                               
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life. God said, No. I will give 
you life, so th at you m ay enjoy all things . 

I ask God to help me LOVE others, as much as he loves me. God 
said... Ahhhh, finally you have the right idea. 

How do you really see Jesus from your darkened room? Can you see 
the light, the shadow over the nets of life that shouts, ‘Come follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of all people!’ And perhaps the most 
important question in any scripture, film or message, the most im-
portant question Jesus asks of us this day is this.  

But who do you say that I am? 

Stay safe and well and may God be with you…. Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www1.cbn.com/television/new-tv-series-chosen-modern-day
-five-loaves-and-two-fish-story 



8 

“The Gate of the Year” 
 

At the start of each year I am always drawn to the words “The 
Gate of the Year” by Minnie Louise Haskins which were so fa-
mously spoken by King George VI in 1939 at the start of WWII. 
They were said to be a great comfort to the Queen Mother 
throughout her life and she had them engraved on stone 
plaques and fixed to the gates of the King George VI Memorial 
Chapel at Windsor where the King was buried, later they were 
spoken at her own funeral in the moments of reflection in the 
order of service. She was buried beside the King at Windsor. 
These famous few lines were the preamble to the beautiful po-
em “God Knows”.  
After the changes, fears and uncertainties to all our lives in the 
past year and continuing on into this year I feel these words 
might be a guide and comfort to us all. 

Barbara Ellis 
 
 

God Knows by M. L. Haskins (1908) 
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of 
God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known 
way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the 
night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the 
lone East. 

 
So heart be still: 

What need our little life 
Our human life to know, 

If God hath comprehension? 
In all the dizzy strife 

Of things both high and low, 

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/1843281/god-knows-by-mlhaskins-1908/
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God hideth His intention. 
 
 
 
 

God knows. His will 
Is best. The stretch of years 
Which wind ahead, so dim 

To our imperfect vision, 
Are clear to God. Our fears 

Are premature; In Him, 
All time hath full provision. 

 
Then rest: until 

God moves to lift the veil 
From our impatient eyes, 

When, as the sweeter features 
Of Life’s stern face we hail, 

Fair beyond all surmise 
God’s thought around His creatures 

Our mind shall fill. 
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It’s taken from the November 2020 Bhopal  

Medical Appeal online newsletter. 

Fiona’s Bhopal Trip 
 
Today we are pleased to share a story from one of our longest standing 
supporters and contributors, Fiona Case, about her visit to Bhopal and 
the Sambhavna and Chingari clinics last year. In addition to running reg-
ular fundraisers for the charity, along with her husband Michael, Fiona is 
also our coordinator for the litter picking team at the Glastonbury festival 
each year, raising thousands of pounds for the charity annually. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank her for her incredible hard 
work and support these past years, as well as for sharing this story with 
all of us. We are delighted that she was able to visit Bhopal and meet the 
survivors for herself. Below is her account of the trip in her own words. 
 

Fiona’s Story 

In March, the Women’s Institute invited me to give a talk about my trip to 
Bhopal, India, but sadly Covid-19 and lockdown meant it had to be aban-
doned. I’m hoping it might happen in 2021 when I can show pictures but, 
in the meantime, here is a brief summary of my talk. 

I have been a supporter of the Bhopal Medical Appeal charity ever since 
it started 26 years ago, and have held numerous fundraising events 
since then with the magnificent help of family and friends. Together with 
Glastonbury Festival’s support, we have managed to raise £142,000! 

I had never been to Bhopal for financial reasons as well as ethical – if I’d 
had the money wouldn’t it be better to give it to the charity?  However, on 
my big birthday last year, my husband persuaded family and friends to 
donate to a fund to allow me to visit. It was the most amazing gift and I’m 
so very grateful to everyone who supported me.  My sister, Jan, not 
wanting me to travel alone, could afford to join me and we set off at the 
end of December last year. 

Arriving in Delhi on Sunday 30th December after 30 hours of exhausting 
travel, with fog delays and 2½ hours queuing for immigration, we 
reached our hotel, fell across the bar and ordered large G&T’s!  After 4 
hours sleep we returned to the airport for our flight to Bhopal. Fog had 
again delayed the flight so without time to settle into our next hotel, we 
jumped into a taxi and sped off to meet Tabish (BMA Communications 
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 Officer) at the Chingari Rehabilitation Centre. The BMA also funds this 
clinic, which was opened in 2006 to give therapies and education to chil-
dren of survivors. 

Chingari was set up by two brave women, Rasheeda Bee and Cham-
padevi Shukla, survivors of the disaster who, despite their poor health 
ran a campaign seeking justice for the women and children of Bho-
pal.  They won an award for their work and, using the £70,000 prize 
money, started the Rehabilitation Centre. Chingari means ‘spark’, as in a 
fire, and the Centre is certainly an amazing place. It’s housed on the 
ground floor of a derelict government building and is cramped and tatty, 
but is joyful and full of colour. Approximately 120 children are treated 
each day, in two sessions, and they get a hot meal too. Tabish showed 
us round the rooms for speech and auditory therapy, the sensory stimuli 
room and the physios. We saw children with twisted limbs being patiently 
worked on to straighten them. The kids also receive an education, and 
the walls are covered with their drawings. 

Fiona with Rashida Bee and Champa Devi Shukla, founders of the Chingari Chil-
dren’s Clinic 

Next day was New Year’s Eve and in the afternoon we were invited to a 
party at Chingari. It was so emotional. The kids were dressed in their 
best, brightest clothes and the excitement and noise was sky-high. Being 
treated like VIP’s was very humbling. Our lives are so privileged, but 
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these poor people welcomed us, coming up to meet us and shake our 
hands. There were sack races then dancing performances by the chil-
dren and the staff sang a song. It was a long afternoon but absolutely 
awe-inspiring. 

Before the party Tabish had taken us to the Sambhavna Clinic where we 
met Sathyu Sarangi, the Managing Trustee. As an engineer, he came to 
Bhopal the day after the disaster to try and help and he’s never left! He is 
the founder of the Sambhavna Trust which runs the clinic and is a pas-
sionate, intelligent man. He showed us round the buildings and the gar-
den where the herbs are grown for the ayurvedic medicines. We saw two 
ladies making pills by grinding herbs with a large pestle & mortar, looked 
in the laboratories for treatment research and saw outreach researchers 
who are studying health impacts. The clinic treats up to 200 people a 
day, each getting seven minutes with a doctor. There are 37,000 regis-
tered patients, two thirds gas-related and one third waterborne related. 
Disorders include scarred lungs, diabetes, cardio-vascular disease, can-
cers and gynaecological problems. Miscarriages and still births are over 
50% higher than normal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiona and Jan with Managing Trustee of the Sambhavna Clinic, Sathyu Sarangi 

The clinic is less than half a mile from the factory site, in the centre of the 
gas-affected area of Bhopal where most sufferers live. With help from the 
staff at Chingari, official permission was granted for us to visit the site. 
Driving along the flyover, we saw the shanty homes right next to the 
fence and the ponds where Union Carbide dumped the toxic waste wa-
ter. Neither the ponds nor the factory site have been cleaned up so tox-
ins continue to leach into underground water. People still live and  
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children play beside the ponds. The results of this neglect as well as the 
genetic damage done to parents can be seen in the children with twisted 
limbs, autism, Downs Syndrome and other neurological disorders. Thus, 
as the older generation of direct sufferers die, they are being replaced by 
a new, indirectly affected generation of sufferers. And the contaminated 
water is spreading to more districts. 

The factory site is like a ghost town inside parkland with eerie, empty 
office buildings and laboratories.  The tank which released gas on ‘that 
night’ is still there, rusting away, and pesticide pellets lie strewn on the 
ground. There is no sign outside to say what’s hidden inside this huge 
walled area, right in the heart of Bhopal. The only memorial for the vic-
tims is a Mother & Child statue outside the gate. My sister commented 
later ‘it was surreal’. 

Next was a visit to the Remember Bhopal Museum, run by volunteers to 
show the true story of Bhopal in words, photos and some artefacts of 
those who died, including a baby’s matinee jacket. Heart-wrenching. 

The BMA’s aim is principally to help the disaster sufferers but they also 
open their skills to others around the world suffering from chemical dis-
asters, and has won awards for their pioneering work. Bhopal survivors 
are among the world’s poorest people, living in overcrowded conditions 
with no access to clean running water. Their health is already severely 
weakened making them highly vulnerable to infections – then along 
came Covid-19. Sambhavna and Chingari have set up a ‘community 
shield’, handing out leaflets and training volunteers to help identify, iso-
late, and treat Covid sufferers. Hand-washing stations have been set up, 
food and medicines are being delivered. Although gas survivors formed 
only a third of Bhopal’s population in 1984, they now make-up nearly 
three quarters of its Covid-19 deaths. To live 36 years of pain and suffer-
ing and then end with Covid seems to be the final injustice, but one les-
son I have learned from Bhopal is that hope, kindness and generosity 
are more important than anything else in the world. 

Jan and I made the most of sightseeing in Bhopal and made brief visits 
to other cities. As she said, ‘it was not a holiday, it was an experience’!’ 
So, my sincere thanks again to everyone who has supported the people 
of Bhopal over the years, and who gave me the glorious opportunity of 
seeing the results myself. 

Fiona Case 
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SPEAKING THROUGH THE EARTHQUAKE 

 

With the recent months of lock downs, presidential elections, European 
communications, etc., like many others, I have felt a real need to find for a 
sense of peace and tranquillity.  Of course, we all know that we are going 
through difficult times and would all like everything to be resolved very 
quickly, please Lord.  But we have also come to understand that there is a 
journey to be undertaken. 
 

During devotional times, I have frequently turned to my hymn books – not 
to sing, you’ll be pleased to hear – but to reflect and meditate that writers 
have been inspired to write.  A few weeks ago, I was drawn to “Dear Lord 
and Father of Mankind” (Singing the Faith No.495) and since then, that 
hymn has been so powerful in assisting me to deal with the challenges, that 
I wanted to share it here. 

 

It is in the section “Growth in Grace and Holiness” – and quite rightly so.  
Let me quote from just a few of the verses: 

 

 O Sabbath rest by Galilee!  O calm of hills above, 

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity, inter-
preted by love. 

 

With that deep hush subduing all our words and works that drown 
the tender whisper of thy call, as noiseless let thy blessing fall, as 
fell thy manna down. 

 

Drop thy still dews of quietness till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress and let our ordered lives 
confess the beauty of thy peace. 
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Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm. 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire – speak through the earthquake, 
wind and fire, O still small voice of calm. 

 

Wonderful!  You will see that there are certain words and expressions that 
are underlined, calm, silence, deep hush, noiseless.  They create a beautiful 
spiritual tranquillity.  I believe that reading through and reflecting on these 
words, God is able to speak to and strengthen us as we all pass through this 
challenging time. 

 

Friends, I invite you to read and reflect on the words of this old traditional 
hymn to experience the peace that God is able to bring us in every situa-
tion…pandemics included.  He is – and will remain for us – that “still small 
voice of calm,” whatever the experience that life brings to us. 

By Steve Derby 



16 

Iona 2022? 

 

Many of you will be familiar with the Iona Community, probably mainly 
through John Bell and Graham Maule’s wonderful hymns. These and their 
Wee Worship Book were my introduction to it, followed by a workshop led 
by members of the Wild Goose Worship Group. I loved the meaningful 
words and lively tunes, their concern with justice and the environment and 
their creative approach to worship. I gradually learned more about the 
Community, and then Gerard and I made our first trek north to stay with 
them on Iona. We were hooked! I became a Friend and, a few years later, 
an Associate Member. We returned many times, taking groups from various 
circuits to stay for a week. 

 

When Gerard and I retired to Frome in 2018, I mentioned the possibility of 
taking a group from this circuit to stay on Iona with the Community. 2019 
wasn’t possible as the Abbey was being completely refurbished – although 
we did manage to volunteer there for six weeks, which was a different but 
equally rewarding experience. Everyone was gearing up for the grand re-
opening in 2020 – and then Covid-19 struck… 

 

In the hope that all will be well next year, we are proposing applying to take 
a small group in 2022. This has to be done well in advance, due to the com-
plexity of matching groups and individuals to the spaces available. So, if you 
think you might be interested in going, please let me know as soon as possi-
ble, and I will send you more information as it becomes available. In the 
meantime, here are a few details: 

 

The Iona Community came into being in 1938 when George Macleod, a pio-
neering minister in Glasgow, took a group of trainee clergymen and unem-
ployed skilled craftsmen to Iona to rebuild the living quarters of the Bene-
dictine Abbey there. It is now a dispersed community of men and women, 
lay and ordained, who meet in local “family groups” and come together 
once a year, usually on Iona. The headquarters are in Glasgow, but the Com-
munity runs two residential centers – the Abbey on Iona and the Camas  
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Centre (mainly for young people) on Mull. The main concerns of the Com-
munity are justice, peace, the environment and the renewal of worship. 

 

We would be staying in the Abbey, in mostly two-bedded rooms, for six 
nights. We would join in with worship in the Abbey usually twice a day, as 
well as with the daily chores. There would be opportunities to learn more 
about the Community, sing new songs, join a walking pilgrimage around 
the island, go on a boat trip to Staffa and join in a ceilidh in the (new) vil-
lage hall. Most activities are optional, so it is also possible to have some 
time out just to wander down to the beach or climb Dun I (the highest 
point on the island). It is NOT a retreat! The journey there is an adventure 
in itself, usually involving train travel and an overnight stay in Oban, two 
ferries and a bus ride for 35 miles down a single-track road. I can promise 
you that the whole week will be an unforgettable experience. 

 

You can contact me at revmcrawshaw@hotmail.com or on 01373 473579 

 

Margaret Crawshaw 

mailto:revmcrawshaw@hotmail.com
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ECO UPDATE 
 
At the beginning of February, the Circuit registered its intention to 
work towards the A Rocha ‘Eco Circuit Award’ scheme.  There are 
nine criteria to fulfil before we will be able to apply for award status 
but, because of the work done over the past eighteen months, a 
good start has already been made.  Aside from the registration itself, 
this includes the commissioning of a group to promote awareness of 
environmental matters across the Circuit and having a Circuit envi-
ronmental policy in place.  We had also (pre-Covid) made some pro-
gress towards embedding environmental theology in the develop-
ment and support of our preachers (lay and ordained), through provi-
sion of notes on biblical passages.   
 
All this is positive but, further progress will depend on churches regis-
tering with A Rocha and working towards eco-award standards.  This 
is where, hopefully, you will be willing to come in and play your part 
in the greening of the Circuit by becoming an eco-champion in your 
church. Basically this means: actively encouraging conversations on 
climate change and eco matters within the church and local commu-
nity; and acting as the link person between the local church and the 
circuit Eco Group. Some of the friends from Circuit churches who 
joined the District Workshop last November have already volun-
teered to become involved, so if you have a heart for God’s creation 
and would like to get involved too, please get in touch with one of us, 
your minister or lay worker.  
 

 
Somerset Mendip Eco Group    

       (Mike Evans, Janet Day & Barry Speddings)
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Traidcraft Exchange 
 

 
 
Traidcraft Exchange is the “charity wing” of Traidcraft, the well-
known importer and supplier of Fairtrade goods in the UK. But 
who are they and what do they do? 
 
We bring people together, to fight injustice in trade 
In its simplest form trade should be beneficial for everyone in-
volved. Goods and money are exchanged, and everyone is bet-
ter off. But global trade does not work this way - instead, it feeds 
the rich and exploits the poor. It traps people in poverty. It's our 
mission to challenge the way global trade works - to use the 
power of trade to create lasting solutions to poverty. With your 
support, we can work towards a future where everyone gets a 
fair income for their work, no matter what country they live in. 
 
Only when we get trade right can we end poverty 
Imagine if no matter how hard you worked today, you couldn't 
afford to put food on the table. For millions of people around 
the world, that's the reality they face. A fair income gives 
you freedom, security and hope for the future. It allows you 
to feed your family and educate your children. 
That is the power of trade done well. But unfair trade ampli-
fies poverty. It makes the rich richer and leaves the poor be-
hind. 
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Traidcraft Exchange exists to do two things... 
To support people to harness the benefits of trade. 
To fight against injustice in global trade. 
It's a simple mission, but it is changing lives all over the world. 
 
Here’s how we do it 
We run programmes in developing countries, supporting poor 
and vulnerable people to get a better deal from trade. With your 
support, we campaign to transform the way trade works - aiming 
for high-impact, sustainable change. We advocate for better 
trade policies and better business practices in the UK. 
 
 

Margret Crawshaw 
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Reasons for faith or faith with a reason? 

 

Why would God design a world in which Christian faith was the key to eter-
nal life? Doesn’t this exclude those who can’t take that step of faith? An-
swer - because faith is the great leveller of all people so any can potentially 
make the step of faith - but they don’t have to because they have free will. 
In pre-Jesus times anyone who heard about God could potentially open 
their heart to him - for example,  Naaman the Syrian general or the Queen 
of Sheba when she visited Jerusalem. In Jesus day, anyone who accepted 
that ‘the kingdom of God is near’ could have faith in Jesus and his teaching. 
Faith does not depend on someone being rich (the rich young ruler turned 
away); nor on their being well educated (the first disciples were rural fisher-
men) nor on their having power or prestige (not many of you were wise... or 
influential... or of noble birth). Entry to the kingdom of God through faith is 
equally available to all, whether young children, the mentally handicapped 
and the poor. In fact, ‘what God has hidden from the wise and learned he 
has revealed to little children’. The cleverer we think we are, the less we are 
likely to have a simple trust in God and Jesus unless we can humble our-
selves and metaphorically sit at Jesus feet. 

Jesus said: “The kingdom of God does not come with signs you can carefully 
observe, nor will people say ‘Here it is’ or ‘There it is’ for the kingdom of 
God is within you.” This originally meant that the Pharisees would not find 
the kingdom of God through ritual and legalistic observance, nor by looking 
for external evidence in the world. They asked Jesus for a sign to prove he 
was the messiah. Similarly one cannot objectively stand outside Christian 
faith, take a neutral or agnostic stance, analyse the world, or social behav-
iour, or science and then deduce that God exists, or that miracles prove he 
is at work, or that the Bible is true or that Jesus was actually the Christ. All 
these things depend on inner commitment, on a step of faith. Faith as small 
as a mustard seed (that God’s kingdom is within us) will grow as the Holy 
Spirit speaks to us into a mighty tree of certainty by which to live? 

2 Kings 5.15                Matt 19 16-22                     Ephesians 3.9 

1 Kings 10.9                 Cor 1.26                               

        Submitted by Ian Rogers 
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Free film for the use of Churches, 
Bible study and Prayer groups. 

 

The Wartime Miracles Leaflet which was posted to 25,000 churches 
across the British Isles two years ago has now been turned into a free 
film, ideal for use during the pandemic. This ten minute film initially 
explains how the Lord answered the prayers of the Nation, bringing 
about the Miracle of Dunkirk with a calm sea descending upon the 
English Channel. It then goes on to show how the Nation has turned 
away from Him and rejected His Commandments. As the film points 
out, “How can a Holy God bless or protect a Nation from evil, while it 
rejects His Laws?” This punchy film will cause much soul searching 
and is a clarion call for both personal and National Repentance. 
While on the one hand it clearly shows that the Lord is willing and 
able to deliver a Nation, showing that help is indeed available, it also 
soberly explains that such Divine help is conditional upon repentance. 
In short, the film explains that there is hope, but only through repent-
ance. The widespread sharing of this film will both inspire and chal-
lenge those with faith and those with none. 

“Behold the Lord’s hand is not shortened that it cannot save nor His 
ear heavy that it cannot hear, but your iniquities have separated you 
from your God so that He will not hear.” Isaiah Ch. 59vs 1, 2. 

The film can be viewed either by clicking on the link below or by going onto 

YouTube and searching for "A Dramatic Answer to Prayer. The Miracle of Dun-

kirk". 

  

https://youtu.be/a8vyfp0aVHk 

  

Pastor John, of Strengthen The Faithful 

https://youtu.be/a8vyfp0aVHk


23 

Prayer for when lockdown ends 
 
God of all peoples and all seasons, 
when lockdown ends… 
 
may we lose 
 the fear this virus has engendered, 
 the suspicion of those we pass on the street, 
 the preoccupation with our own health; 
 
may we retain 
 the enjoyment of simple pleasures such as gardening or walking, 
 our appreciation of delivery staff, shop workers and bus drivers, 
 a sense of community – local, national and global; 
 
may we cherish 
 our loved ones, especially any we may have taken for granted, 
 friendships that have stood the test of time, 
 the freedom to meet and worship together; 
 
may we determine 
 to pay NHS and care workers a living wage, 
 to address issues behind the disproportion in deaths between     
 black and white, poor and rich, 
 to build a more equal society where all can flourish. 
 
In the name of Jesus, the one in whom our dreams and actions meet. 
Amen 
 
Margaret Crawshaw 
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REGULAR WEEKLY/MONTHLY EVENTS 

Some time in the future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mondays 

At Churchill - Bible study 7.30pm in the Oasis Room - If you are 

interested in attending during August please contact Jeanette in advance. 

(Jeanette 01934 852500) 

(During Term Time) - Baby & Toddler Group At Churchill 9.30-11.30am in 

the School Room. (Jacqueline 01934 844134) 

1st & 3rd mornings Clicketty Click Knitting group 10-12 noon Wells 

Methodist Church 

(During Term Time) - Knit & Natter at Keinton Mandeville 2-4pm 

Zestful Fitness exercise group (Hi Fit) at Keinton Mandeville 6.30-7.15pm 

Tuesdays 

(During Term Time) - Chapel Toddlers at Keinton Mandeville 10-12 noon 

Drop in Coffee Morning at Congresbury 9.30-12 noon in the Methodist 

Hall 

(During Term Time) - Duke of Edinburgh’s Group at Keinton Mandeville 

6.30-8pm 

Glastonbury Methodist Church Open for Prayer 10.30-11.00am 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2F68%2F4b%2Ffd%2F684bfdafeeb174448607f45c18bda4df.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F324681454369230925%2F&docid=9Prmqk84dlkqMM&tbnid=ZfEMCdQM-chFPM%3A&vet=1
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2F68%2F4b%2Ffd%2F684bfdafeeb174448607f45c18bda4df.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F324681454369230925%2F&docid=9Prmqk84dlkqMM&tbnid=ZfEMCdQM-chFPM%3A&vet=1
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.whaleshares.io%2Fwls-img%2Fhakeemshah24%2F12610e7ebb5ddc9e21c0464dc49b46e7c99cd0a9.jpeg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwhaleshares.io%2Fmorning%2F%40hakeemshah24%2Fgood-morning-to-my-all-online-family&doc
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Sandford & Churchill Fellowship 2.45pm. (Ann 01934 823234) 

(During Term Time) - Tuesday Gang at Churchill 6.30-7.30pm (Jacqueline 

01934 844134) 

(During Term Time) - Little Rascals Toddler Group at Wesley Frome 10-12 

noon 

1st Tuesday 11am Bishop Brooke Fellowship Wells Methodist Church 

2nd & 4th 9.30am Occasional Singers Wells Methodist Church 

Village Voices - a fun choir 7.30pm Pilton Methodist Chapel 

Coleford Methodists Afternoon Guild 2pm for 2.30pm start. 

Wednesdays 

Coffee Morning at Norton Down Methodist Church 10.30-12 noon 

Zestful Fitness exercise group (strength) at Keinton Mandeville 9-9.45am 

Prayer Group at Wesley Frome in the Church 9.30-10.00am 

(No meeting in August) - Craft Club at Churchill in the hall 2.30pm  
(Pam Mitchelmore 01934 852520)    

Zest Fitness exercise group (strength) at Keinton Mandeville 6-6.45pm 

(During Term Time) - Guides at Churchill 6.45pm (Ruth Beadle 01934 

852910) 

Choir Practice at Churchill 7.30pm (Paul Beechey 01934 514363) 
 
Time for Prayer at Wells Methodist Church 11.30-12 noon 
 
Bruton - Time for Prayer, every 1st & 3rd Wednesday in the month at 
2pm 
 
Bruton - craft group called Adult Youth Club, meets every 1st & 3rd 
Wednesday  
 
2nd & 4th Wednesday Southover Group, Wells Methodist Church 2.00pm 
 
Cheddar 1st Wednesday 12am Prayer Meeting (monthly) 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2F68%2F4b%2Ffd%2F684bfdafeeb174448607f45c18bda4df.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F324681454369230925%2F&docid=9Prmqk84dlkqMM&tbnid=ZfEMCdQM-chFPM%3A&vet=1


26 

Cheddar Knitting for Charity Group 10am - open to all 
 
Thursdays 

 
(No meeting in August) - Lunch Club at Churchill 12.30pm in the hall (Janet 
Brown 07730 406943) 
 
Knit & Knatter at Leigh Road, Street 2-4pm. Bring any craft work or 
just come far a natter and cup of tea. (Sally 01458 441870) 
 
Bright Hour at Wells Methodist Church 2.45pm 
 
(Alternate Thursday) - East Wells Fellowship At Wells Methodist Church 
10.15am 
 
(During Term Time) - Rainbow Rascals, Somerton’s Toddler Group 9-
11.30am in the Schoolroom 
 
(During Term Time) - Chapel Toddlers at Keinton Mandeville 10-12 noon 
 
Table Tennis at Keinton Mandeville 7pm 
 
Zestful Fitness exercise group (Hi Fit) at Keinton Mandeville 9- 9.45am 
 
1st East Wells Fellowship 10.15am Wells Methodist Church 
 
Bright Hour (not July & August) 2.30pm - 4.30pm Wells Methodist 
Church 
 
Cheddar Cornerstone Coffee Morning - free coffee and cake for  all 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiNhM27u9XlAhUlAGMBHTFfDUEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiStpGdu9XlAhUlA2MBHabqAIcQjRx6BAg
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Fridays 
 
(Third Friday each month) - (Not during August) - Coffee for All at 
Wedmore in the Methodist School room 10.30-12 noon. Pop in for a quick 
cuppa or stay longer, Tea, coffee & biscuits will be served. Bring along a 
craft to do whilst chatting if you wish. ‘Well behaved pets welcome’ 
 

Saturdays 
 

2nd Saturday each month - Coffee Morning 10-12 noon Wells Methodist 
Church 
 
3rd Saturday each month - Coffee Morning and stalls 10-12 noon Street  
Methodist Church 
 
2nd Saturday each month - Coffee Morning with a Meet and Eat Lunch  
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PRAYER PAGE 

 
The Church Times recently carried an ad for a conference entitled 

“Theology, Activism and the Church.” It included in big bold letters HOW 
TO RAGE. Something about that word rage jarred with me and reminded 
me of the invasion of the Capitol building in Washington DC. There are 
many things in the world about which Christians should be angry, angry 
enough to make some form of protest or change of lifestyle. Perhaps Soutu 
Africa would not be rid of apartheid without there having been an element 
of rage. 
 
I like the old adage that the pen is mightier than the sword and wonder 
whether it is always true, that actions speak louder than words. There is 
plenty of advice in the New Testament about the words we use to share 
our faith but in particular pray for: 
 
*The gift of clear simple language free from the theological mumbo jumbo 
to be found in modern worship and materials, as much as in Traditional 
forms. 
 
*The gift of gracious speech in these difficult times, when the people we 
meet and ourselves may be on edge. 
 
*The gift of listening, Politicians are largely incapable of listening to each 
other without interruption, but we all enjoined by God to be good listeners. 
 
* The Psalmist says that a sweet and gentle disposition is pleasing to God. 
That is how God is disposed towards us, and if our words stem from a posi-
tion non-confrontational interaction, with the people we meet we will have 
said something about God before we even mention Jesus. 

 
Rob Haskins 
 
 
 
 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/qcBXRXG8i.htm
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LECTIONARY READINGS — Year B 

 

7th March -  3rd Sunday in Lent                         

Exodus 20:1-17                    Psalm 19  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

14th March - 4th Sunday in Lent / Mothering Sunday  

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22                     Ephesians 2:1-10        John 3:14-21 

21st March - 5th Sunday in Lent 

Hebrews 5:5-10                   John 12:20-33              Jeremiah 31:31-34 

28th March - Palm Sunday 

Mark 11:1-11                               John 12:12-16              Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4th April - Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43 1 Corinthians 15:1-11    John 20:1-18 

11th April - 2nd Sunday of Easter  

Psalm 133 1 John 1:1 - 2:2              John 20:19-31 

18th April - 3rd Sunday of Easter 

1 John 3:1-7 Luke 24: 36b-48             Acts 3:12-19 

25th April - 4th Sunday of Easter 

John 10:11-18                              Acts 4:5-12                    Psalm 23  

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd May - 5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:25-31              1 John 4:7-21 

9th May - 6th Sunday of Easter 

Psalm 98 1 John 5:1-6                    John 15:9-17 

16th May - 7th Sunday of Easter 

1 John 5:9-13 John 17:6-19                  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

23rd May - Pentecost 

Romans 8:22-27 Ezekiel 37:1-14               Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

30th May - Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8                             Psalm 29                    Romans 8:12-17  
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Will continue at some point 
‘Pray Without Ceasing’ 

Regular Times For Prayer Around The Circuit  

 

As part of our ongoing Prayer Pilgrimage, we encourage folk to visit 

and support one another in prayer, whenever and  wherever… 

 

AXBRIDGE 

After worship and coffee on the third Sunday of the month  
 

BRUTON 

First & Third Wednesday in the month, 2pm 

 

CASTLE CARY 

Every Wednesday 9.30 to 10am, in the church 

 

CONGRESBURY  

First Wednesday of the month, 10.30am to 12 noon 

 

FROME WESLEY 

Every Wednesday, 9.30am in the church, or vestry if cold 

 

GLASTONBURY 

Every Tuesday 10.30 to 11am 

Every Friday at 12 noon, silent vigil for peace in the Market Place 

(Ecumenical) 

 

OAKHILL 

Every Monday, 9 to 10am 

Also 9 am Saturday to 9 am Sunday (24 hour drop-in) every 2nd 

Sunday of the month 
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RODE  

Ecumenical Prayer Group Meeting on 1st and 3rd Wednesday evening 

of the month 7.45 for 8pm  

Contact Bill Jackson on 01373 830411 for further details. 
The Group becomes a Study Group which meets weekly  

during Lent (6 weeks) and Advent (4 weeks) 

 

SOMERTON  
Every Tuesday, 10.30 to 11am 

 

STREET  
Last Tuesday of the month, 1.30pm 

 

WELLS 

Every Wednesday in the church, 11.30am to 12 noon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If there are any changes, omissions or additions to make to this list, please 

let The Circuit Administrator at the Circuit Office in Wells know, to include 

in the next edition of The Stream. 

All opinions expressed in ‘The Stream’  

are those of the author 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://pixabay.com/photos/religion-faith-cross-light-hand-3727464/
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C V Gower Funeral Directors 

The Square, Winscombe, BS25 1BS 

U Independent Funeral Directors U Private Chapel of Rest 

U 24 hr service, every day of the year 

U Traditional, green & non-religious funerals arranged. 

U All localities covered    U Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Please contact  Lindsay Lawrence Dip.F.D.  

on 01934 842945 or mail@cvgower.co.uk 

 

    

ADVERTS 
‘ 

If you would like to place an advertisement in ‘The Stream’,  
please contact The Circuit Administrator at the Circuit Office in Wells 

for further details. 

smcwells2019@outlook.com       

01749 677106 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fdownload%2F2015%2F09%2F19%2F103830_cross.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fchristian-crucifix-catholic-rosary-cross-103830&docid=7S0FWMmtX35_pM&tbnid=p09ACSence6wDM%3A
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fdownload%2F2015%2F09%2F19%2F103830_cross.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fchristian-crucifix-catholic-rosary-cross-103830&docid=7S0FWMmtX35_pM&tbnid=p09ACSence6wDM%3A
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fdownload%2F2015%2F09%2F19%2F103830_cross.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fchristian-crucifix-catholic-rosary-cross-103830&docid=7S0FWMmtX35_pM&tbnid=p09ACSence6wDM%3A
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fdownload%2F2015%2F09%2F19%2F103830_cross.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fchristian-crucifix-catholic-rosary-cross-103830&docid=7S0FWMmtX35_pM&tbnid=p09ACSence6wDM%3A
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fdownload%2F2015%2F09%2F19%2F103830_cross.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fchristian-crucifix-catholic-rosary-cross-103830&docid=7S0FWMmtX35_pM&tbnid=p09ACSence6wDM%3A
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fdownload%2F2015%2F09%2F19%2F103830_cross.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shareicon.net%2Fchristian-crucifix-catholic-rosary-cross-103830&docid=7S0FWMmtX35_pM&tbnid=p09ACSence6wDM%3A
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.co.uk%2Fpin%2F859695016343808314%2F&psig=AOvVaw2opCf0FbtToobhh_WVOJO5&ust=1585152749835000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODvh9PAs-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
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Incorporating L. Bennett & Son 

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 

 

 

Keith C.Britton  Dip.FD    Julian Britton Dip.FD, LMBIFD,MBIE 

Richard Fenn Dip.FD, LMBIFD 

10 High Street, Yatton, Bristol BS49 4JA, 
9 Queen’s Road, Clevedon BS21 7TH and 

156 Old Church Road, Clevedon BS21 7TU  TEL 01275875882 

Find us at www.kcbritton.co.uk 

 

KEITH C. BRITTON 

○ 24-hour, personal service 

○ Home Visits 

○ Private Chapels of Rest 

○ Prepaid Funeral Plans 
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The Environmental Policy of the Methodist Church 

Christian mission includes caring for God’s earth and sharing in God’s creation 

God’s way, revealed in Christ, is a generous sharing of the divine love 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Methodists are encouraged to: conserve resources in the Church and at home,              
develop more sustainable lifestyles and  become involved in local, national and global 
environmental issues. 

ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES 

To promote awareness within the Methodist community of the issues and to ensure 
commitment on the part of office holders to them. 

  To ensure efficient use of energy and to avoid the pollution of water. 

 To reduce waste and ensure of its responsible disposal. 
 
 To use sustainable materials and locally-made goods wherever possible, to 

offer electronic communication where appropriate, to maximize the use of 
recycled resources, and to show concern for the environment in food pro-
duction and distribution. 

 
 To conserve and enhance the natural and the built environment, and to be 

aware of the impact of church activities on the local environment. 
 
 To make every effort to reduce air pollution and energy consumption by re-

ducing and sharing car travel and by supporting public transport. 
 

Submitted by Barry Speddings and the working party. 
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